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Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday April 16, 2019 meeting 

 
On Tuesday April 16, 2019, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Julie Jones, Connie Crawford, Kristi Mayo, & Lisa Haney.  Staff 

members present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric Marshall. BOA member Dan Holt 

was absent 

 

Oath of Office—Eric Marshall gave the oath of office to Tiffany Kirkland, who 

is our newest Park Board member.  We welcome Tiffany, who voiced to City 

leaders her willingness to become a member and become active in our Park 

activities.  Tiffany was appointed by then Mayor Dan Holt, and approved 

unanimously by the Board of Aldermen.  We then added Tiffany to the members 

present list for this meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes- Julie Jones made a motion to accept the minutes of the 

March 19th, 2019 meeting as presented.  Kristi seconded the motion and passed 

6-0. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions—  NONE 

 

 

 

Old Business—Eric and Ryan discussed the latest they knew about Lions Park 

Master Plan.  Eric told members that he had spoken via phone with Bonnie 

Ricord, from the LWCF office, and hoped to hear something by the end of April.  

Bonnie stated that we had made the cuts in all of the discussions with their 

committees.  They are finalizing the total number of awards to give and the dollar 

amounts to the select cities/organizations.  Both Eric and Ryan stated that once we 

heard, we would inform Jim and Mayor, and if an award is to be given, if we 

could we would pass the information on, unless Mayor announces at an event or 

Board of Aldermen meeting.  We both felt that we had a good chance of receiving 

a high dollar amount, what amount though is yet to be determined.  Eric and Ryan 

told the board to keep the fingers crossed. 

 

Ryan commented that we have started our season of youth baseball and softball. 

We have approximately the same number of participants this year as last year, 

with 19 teams participating with Smithville to form leagues, minus T-Ball, as we 

do this league here, just with our kids. This, so far has been a trying year with all 

of the practices with cancelations, due to the rain.  We hope that this isn’t a 

forecast of things to come, once games start the week of April 22nd.  Ryan 

explained to the board members that our competitive girls league is consisting of 

8 teams and that is to begin April 24th, weather permitting.  These teams are 

consisting of 2 local teams and 6 teams from out of town, which provides extra 

income influx to our community.   

Staff reported that they had been in contact with the JJ Festival committee 

regarding their requests from last meeting, and they will be in fact lengthening the 

Demo Derby pit, and moving the bigger bleachers to help accommodate our 
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mowing.  Dan stated they still would like to add different fencing north and south 

that divides the carnival area, but don’t know if that will get done this fall. 

New Business   Staff informed the board that we have been in contact with the 

Gillihan’s once again, so we can set up summer Pickle Ball leagues, and possibly 

a tournament, that could bring other players to town.  Once all the final details are 

worked out, signs will go up in early June to promote our late June/early July 

leagues.  We do this, as we are wanting school to be completed, and weather to be 

warmer.   

Staff told the board that Lions Park has had 14 trees removed….this was going to 

be part of the Master Plan, and grant application process, but these trees were 

dead or dying and were an eyesore for the park.  Connie asked staff since this was 

to be part of our grant process if accepted, would we be reimbursed.  Staff said 

no, as nothing can begin until a notice to proceed with the grant until they tell us.  

Staff said not only was this done now for aesthetics, but safety as some trees were 

hollow in the middle.  We have continued to mow and spray the parks for 

broadleaf along with the cemetery.  Ryan mentioned that the pond fountain has 

been repaired and placed back in the pond at Jesse James Park to help with 

aeration.  A new park bench will be installed just on the north side of the big 

RV/amphitheater parking lot, along the trail.  It is a memorial bench, donated to 

the park for walkers to take breaks along the trail.  The Kearney Rotary Club is 

doing the install of the concrete and LPG ventures has said they would donate the 

concrete for this project.  Eric told the board, weather permitting that we would 

plant a tree in observance of Arbor Day on Friday, April 26th, and would be 

contacting the board about a specific time and place.   

 

 

Amphitheater – Ryan told the board of the upcoming events at the Amphitheater 

for the 2019 season.  We have 8 events this summer, with ticket prices being no 

higher than $30 at the gate.  We feel we have great acts, at very reasonable rates, 

that will allow families to come and enjoy a variety of events. This provides a 

more reasonable amount of risk, while still providing top quality entertainment. 

Ryan said they would be able to see the full brochure at the next meeting.   

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was made by 

Connie Crawford, and seconded by Lisa Haney to adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


